the revolution and mstalling » new puppet gavermment
in Baghduod.

Three factors forced Washington 1o ebandon that
plon in 1958: 1) The sweoping chamcter of the Tragi
Revolution; 2j The snnouncement by the United Amb
Republic, which bordered Trag, that its forces would
fight the imperialists if they sought to invade; and, 3)
The emphetc support of the -People’s Republic of
Chine and the Soviet Union for the revolution, The
USSK began a mobilization of troops in the southemn
Soviel republics close 1o Imng

The combination of these factors forced the LS.
lenders 1o pocept the existence of Irmgi Revolution, But
Washington never renlly reconciled stself to the loss of
Irag

Over thie text three decades; the LS, applied many
tmctics designed o weiken and undernting [rag as an
mdependent country, At various times, like after Img
completed the notionplization of the Imgi Petroleum
Company in {972 and signed a defense wreaty with the
USSR, the 1.5, gave massive militury support to rght-
wing Kurdish elements fighting Baghdad snd added
Traqg 1o 115 Jist of “emorist wtes”

The LS. supported the more nightist elements with-
in the post-revolution political structure against the
communist and left-nntionalist forces. For example,
the LLS. applauded the suppression of the  Imgi
Communist Parly and left-led tmde unions by the
Ba'uth Party government of Saddum Hussein in the late
1970s.

In the 1980s, the U5, encouraged and helped 1w fund
and nrm-[rag m itswar againgt Iran, U5, domination of
the Infter wasg ended by Irn's [slamic revolution in
1979, In-reality, though, the U5, aim 1 the Tran-Trag
war was fo weiken and destroy both coumries. Ex-
Secrotary of State Henry Kissinger revealed  the neal
L5, attitude about the war: "I hope they Kill each
other.”

The Pentagon provided Irag's wir foroe with satellite
pleotos of Irantan targets, At the snme time, os the Imn-
Contma scandnl revesled, the'LLS, wis sending anti=pir-
crafl missiles to Iran

The Iran-Iraq war was o disaster, killmg & nullion
people und weakening bath countries,

THE COLLAPSE OF THE USSR
AND THE GULF WAR

When the war finally ended in 1988, developmients

in the Soviet Unton were posing 4 sew and even graver
danger 0 Ik, which hed a military and frendship
treaty with the (USSR In pursiit of "permanent
détente™ with the 115., the Gorbachev leadership in
Moscow begun o cut s suppon for s allies in the
developing world.

In 1989, Gorbachey went further and withdrew sup-
port for the socialist governments in Easierm Europe,
most of which ten collapsed. This shorp shift n the
wotld refationship of forces — colminating with 1he
collapse of the Soviet Unien itsell two years later —
constituted the greatest victory for IS imperialism
since the Second World War.

Tt also opened thie door for the ULS, war ageinst Irag
in 1991, and more than a decade of sanchons/hlocknde
and bombing which hove devasiated Trag and ifs peo-
ple.

Todoy. the Bush idoinistsition 15 seeking tn win
puhlic suppott for o new witr against Trag by miking
about “wenspons of mass destruction”™ and “human
rights.” The reality 15 that Washington in concemed
about netther Trag's diminished militury copaeny nor
human rights anywhere in fhe world,

Whst' {5 movisg TS policy deward Irig in 2002 s
the same objective that matvated Washington 80 years
ngo: Chl.
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The U.S. and Iraq

In Historical Perspective

By Richurd Becker

Richurd Becker v o West Coast coordinator of the
Internatione! Action Center, and o member of the
International AN.S WER Coalition Stecring Counr
writtee, He has traveled to Trag ded thronghout the
Misille Eaxt several times, frequently with Ramsey
clark, farmer U8 Attorney Gengral

How pnd why did U5, imvolve-

ugreement, Sykes-Picot re-carved the Middle Exst, The
sgrecment was  mads public afler the Russian
Revolution of 1917 by the Bolshevik party, who
denounced it as imperialist,

Muss revolts broke out all over the Middle East
when the Arb and Kurdish peoples discovered their
betrayal ot the hands of the imperial “democracies,”
and’ the rebellions continued

ment in Img begm? I all the count-
less hours of “coverage” (i.e. prap-
aganda) which the corpomie miedin
devotes to broadcasting the Bish
adminisiration’s lies and deceit
ibout Irag, that simple and crucial
quiestion 15 almost never pddressed.
And for good reasan.

Since its very beginning eight
decades ago, US. policy townid
Treg has been intensely focused on §
one objective: Toaking control of
that country’s nch ol resources.

The roos of LS. imervention in
[rag He b the afiepmath of World
War I, a war between capitakist
empires, On one side were the
German, Austro-Hungarian  and
Oitoman {Turkish) Empires; on the
other side was the British-French- B8
Russian fmperinl entente, Most of [8
the Middle Enst was under Ottoman
control.

The Bntish, through their agent, T.E. Lawrence,
known 1o Hollywood moviegoers as “Lawrence of
Ambia”, promised Arab leaders that if they fought with
Britain ageinst their Turkish rulers, the Britsh would
suppott the creation of an independent Arab state after
the whar

At the same fme, the Brtish, Freach and Russian
forelen mimstries were signing the secret Sykes-Picot

throughout the colonial period,
Repression was  brotal o the
extreme; In 1925, for instance, the
British dropped poison gis on the
Kurdish. town of Sulaimaniya in

Irag, the first time that gos was
| deployed from warplanes.

After the war ended in 1918,
{ Britnin and France procesded with
their plans, Lebanan and  Syria,
they agreed, would be incorporated
0 into the French Empire, while
)| Palestine, Jordun, und the two
southern  provinces ol  Trag,
Bapghdad and Basrn, would become
part of the for-flung British
Empire,
#  What they didn'l agres about
8 was who  would get Mosul
provinee, the norhermn area of pres-
o ent-diy Irag. According fo the
I Sykes-Picor accord, it was part of
the French “sphere of nfluence,”
The British were determined, however, to add Mosul,
which was mamly Kurdish i population, 1o-its new
Ira colony. To back its eluim, the British anmy occu-
picd Mosul four days after the Turkish surrender i
Oct, 1918 and never Jeft

The resolution of the inler-imperialist straggle
between Britaip ind France over Mosul brought with iz
the beginning of the LL5, role i [rag,



The imperence of Mosul (o the big powers was
hased on its known, but as of then Inrgely wndeveloped
uil resoorees, The United States had entered the first
world war on-the side of Britain and France in 1917,
nfter bath its allies and enemies were largely exhaust-
ed. The LS. conditions for entering the war included
the demaond that jts economic and political objectives
be taken into account in the posi-war world. Among
those ohjectivis was aocess to pew sources of mw
mnterials, particularly oil.

In Feb, 1909, Sir Arthur Hirtzel, o top British colo-
ninl official, wamned his associates: "1t should be bome
i mand that the Standurd Oh] Company 1s very anxious
1 take vver [ran.” (quoted in Peter Sluglert, Britain in
Irag, 1914-32, London, 1974)

In the face of the British-French demmation of the
regton, the U5, ut fisst demunded an “Open Door™ pal-
pey; i thit UL, oil companies should Be allowed 1o
freely negotinte contracts with the new puppet monar-
chy of King Faisal, whom tle British had installed on
1ee throne in Lrag.

The solution to the conflict over Irag among the vic-
torious allies was found by dividing up Img’s oil. The
Rritish kept Mosul as part of their sew Trag colony,
U.S, GETS CUT OF IRAQI OIL AS PAYOFF
FOR ROLE IN FIRST WORLD WAR

Tra's ol was split five ways: 23,73% each to
Britmin, France, Holland and the U5, with the remain-
ing 5% going to an oil baron nemed Caloste

Gulbenkion;, known as “Mr Five-Percenter,” whi ¢

Ielped negotiate the apreement.

Exactly (%% of Iraq's oil belonged to [raq, and that's
how it was to stuy until the revalution of 1958,

In 1927, major ol explomtion gt underwiy, with
huge deposits discovered in Mosul province, Two
years later, the Tragi Petrolewm Company, compresed of
Anglo-lrunian (today Bratish Petroleum), Shell, Mobal
and Standard Oil of New JTersey (Exxon), was et up,
andd within a few years totmlly monepolized Irgi oil
productics.

During the same period, the al-Saud family, with
Washinglon's backing, conquered much of the negh-
boring Arnbian Pemnsula. Saudi Arabin cpme into
being in the 19305 a5 a neocolony of the ULS, The U5,
embassy in Rivadh, the Soadi capital, was Jocated in
the ARAMCO (Arab American O Co.) building.

Hut the LUS. oil companies and their govermment in

Washington weren’t satisfied. They wanted complete
control of the Middle East™s oil, just a2 they had a near-
monopoly of the Western Hemisphere's petroleun
reserves, This meant displaging the British, who wene
still the top dog in the region.

The LS. opportunity came as a resull of WW 11,
While the U5, and British are genarally depicted ns the
closest of war-time allies, the fact is that they were at
the same time figree opponenis

The war greatly weakened the British Empire both al
homie and in the foss of Key colonies in Asio. In the
early stages of the war, 1933-42, it was 0 guestion
whether Britain would survive, and il was never o
fully recover its Tormer dominance

The U.S., on the other hand, grew incrensingly pow-
erful throughout the war (which the Washington nilers
had ance again bided Ui tme befone entering).

In the later stages of WW 11, the Roosevell and
Truman administrations, dominnted by hig banking, oil
and. other corpornie: interests, were determined 1o
restructure the post-war world so as to ensure the dom-
inagt position of the United States;

The Kev elemeniz in their strategy weres 1} US, mil-
ary superiority in nuclear usd conventional weapon-
re; 2 U.S.-dominoted corporate. globalization, using
the Internaticnal Monetary Fund and Warld Bank, cre-
ated 1 1944, and the estabbishment of the dollar as the
world currency; and 3) Control of global resources and
particularly ojl.

While the hghting wos sill raging on the battle-
ficlds, o behind-the-seenes strugile for glohal econom-
ic control was unfolding between the U5, snd Britin,
S0 mtense was this hattle, that oo March 4, 1944 (three
months before the DDy invasion ol Mormandy),
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill sent & mes-
sage to Presilemt Franklin Roosevelt thal was unusugl

i ts wrnperilist coment and hostile twne:

“Thank you very much fr your assimnces obout no
sheeps eyes [looking enviously on-FB] our oilfiehls in
Iran and Irags Let me reciprocnte by giving you the
fullest assurince that we have no thought of trving o
horm 0 upan your interests or property in Saudi Arabia,
My position 0 this as in all-matters is that Grem
Britain seeks no advamage, ierritorinl or otherwise a5 a
result of thes war, On the other hand she will ni be
deprived of anything which nghtly belonps fo her sfter
having given lier best services to the good couse — 1
Feast nent o long as vour husble servant i entrusted
with the conduct of her affairs.” (quoted in Kolko, The
Politics of War, New York, | 96K}

What this note cleatly showed was that the LS.
leaders were so intent on taking over Intn and [rg,
hoalh smpertant neo-colonics of Britain, that it had se1
off alarm bells in Brivish ruling circles.

Despite Churchill’s bluster, there was nothing the
Britsh could do o restrain nsing LS. power. Within a
few years, the Britsh mling cluss would adapt 1o the
new reality ond accept its new role as the U158 junior
partner,

L5, ROLE EXPANDS AFTER WW 11

In 1953, following the CEA coup that put the Shah

(king), in power, the LLS. took control of Trsn. By the

- [950s, Trog wies jointly: controlled by the LS. and
Hritain.

Washington set up fhe Bighdad Pact an 1955, which
mniluded their client regimes in Pakistan, Tran, Turkey,

Trag, along with Brtmn. The Baghdad Pact, or §

CENTO-Central Treary Chganization, hod two purpos-
es1 First, 10 oppose the rise of Arb and other lihemtion
muovements in the Middle Enst and south Asia; and,
secornd, 1o be anoaber in o series of malitary alliances -
- NATO, SEATD aad ANZLUIS were the othiers -~ entir-
climg the soculist ¢amp of the Soviet Union, Ching,
Eastern Furope, north Koren and north Vietnam.

Irag, the cester of CENTCY, was only independent in
name, The British mainained their militery airfelds in
Irigg, While the country was extwemely rich in ol -
1¥a of the world's reserves — the people lived in
extreme poverry and hunger, literiscy was over 80%,
There was one doctor for every 6,000 people; ane den-
tists for every S00k0(,

trug wiss ruled by o cormupt monarchy under King
Foisal 11 and & coterie of feudul Inndowners amd mee-
el capitnlists.

Underlying [raqs poverty was the simple foct thut
Ty did ol own 118 vast 01l reserves,
THE IRAQ REVOLUTION 0F 1958

But on July 14, 1958, Img was ocked by n poweriil
socinl explosion, A military’ rebeilion fimed into a
country-wide revalution. The king and his sdministra-
tion were suddenly gone, the recipients of people’s jus-
e

Washington snd Wall Street were stunned, In the
week that followed, e Wew York Times, the US,
"newspaper of record,” hnd vinually no sones i it
fiest ten pages other than those on the Tragi Revalution,

While another great revolution that ook place just
six months later in Cuba s better remembered 1odny,
Wishington' regarded the Iagl upheaval as far more
threatening to its vital interest at the Hme.

President Eisenhower called it "the grovest crizis
since the Korean war." The day after the Iragi revolu-
tion, 20,000 118, Marines began linding i Lebonon,
The day after that, 6,600 Brittsh paratroopers were
dropped nto Jordan,

This was what came o be know iis the "Efsenthower
Doctrime™ the U8, would intervene directly - go to

war = 1o prevent the spread of revolutton i the vital
Middle East.

The LS, and Bransh expeditionary forces wentin (o
sy the peo-coloninl governments in Lebanon and
Tordan, Hod they not, the popular impulse from [mg
worubd have surely beought down the rotten dependent
regimes in Beirut and Amman.

But Eisenhower, his generals ond his wreh-imperial-
151 Seeretary of Siate John Foster Dulles, hod some-
thing else in mind, a5 well: lnvading |rag, overuming



